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	#
	CSBMSs
	Progress of the GS/OAS in support of the member states

	1
	Submit a comprehensive inventory of CSBMs that each member state is conducting in the Hemisphere annually to the OAS 
	At its web site, the GS/OAS publishes the reports, information and notifications that the states file regarding CSBMs. 

	2
	Hold high-level meetings involving the ministries of defense and foreign affairs at the bilateral, subregional, and regional levels in order to provide for frank and direct dialogue on the joint evaluation of various aspects of defense and security and to exchange ideas and views with respect to the objectives of national defense policy, as well as the shared means of addressing common problems in this area.. 
	

	3
	Extend to diplomatic training institutes, military academies, research centers, and universities the seminars, courses, and studies envisioned in the Declarations of Santiago and San Salvador on confidence- and security-building measures and other issues related to peace and hemispheric security, with participation in those activities by government, civilian, and military officials and by civil society. 
	

	4
	Notification and observance of joint exercises and routine operations, as each state considers necessary. 
	

	5
	Advance notice of military exercises. 
	

	6
	Conduct defense visit programs whereby the representatives from participating OAS member states visit defense installations and military academies.
	

	7
	Invite the Chair of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security to observe joint exercises in the Western Hemisphere. 
	

	8
	Exchange of civilian and military personnel for both regular and advanced training.
	The GS/OAS receives military personnel and briefs them on the OAS’ general topics and issues. 

Recently, it furthered the sharing of best practices and procedures by sponsoring a visit that four Ecuadoran military officers engaged in humanitarian demining made with their counterparts in Colombia, a reflection of the mutual confidence and trust among national humanitarian demining authorities.  In coordination with the Governments of Spain and the United States, the GS/OAS is also planning to enable Central American civilian and military personnel to attend the Regional Expert Course in Explosives Destruction.

	9
	Participate in the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms, including the provision and exchange of information on national production of conventional arms.
	The GS/OAS is coordinating with the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs to encourage states to submit the reports they file pursuant to the OAS Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, to both the OAS and to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

	10
	Participate in the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures and exchange this information with other member states. 
	The GS/OAS is coordinating with the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs to make it possible to have the reports filed by the states pursuant to the OAS Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions sent to both the OAS and to the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

	11
	Develop common standardized methodologies for measuring defense expenditures among neighboring states. 
	

	12
	Develop and exchange defense policy and doctrine papers (defense white papers).
	This area needs to be strengthened, inasmuch as the GS/OAS has not received defense white papers since 2005. 

	13
	Exchange information on the functions, procedures, and institutional organization of ministries of defense and security, and related and pertinent institutions.
	

	14
	Exchange information on the organization, structure, size, and composition of defense and security forces. 
	

	15
	Consider cooperative activities that develop regional peacekeeping skills and capacity through common training, combined exercises, and exchange of information on peacekeeping.
	The GS/OAS facilitated logistical and administrative cooperation to establish and operate a bi-national system for aero medical evacuation of the injured to transport them out of border and remote locations during humanitarian demining operations, with a view to developing skill sets and building capacities that will be useful for rapid evacuation during peacekeeping operations.

	16
	Hold meetings and activities to prevent incidents and increase security for transport by land, sea, and air, and intensify cooperation in increasing security for transport by land, sea, and air in accordance with international law. 
	The GS/OAS continues to provide training in controlling drug trafficking conducted by various means.

	17
	Strengthen cooperation and exchange of information among police, law enforcement, and military authorities of neighboring states in accordance with their border situation.
	

	18
	Establish, use, and exchange joint procedural manuals and credentials among armed forces and security bodies deployed in border regions.
	

	19
	Consider establishing, as appropriate, mutual confidence or security zones in border areas, in accordance with security, freedom of movement, and economic and commercial development needs of each state.
	The GS/OAS was instrumental in putting together a mechanical mine clearance project to restore freedom of movement in the area once the mines are cleared, with a view to promoting tourism, agriculture, and economic trade in the Catamayo-Chira River border region between Ecuador and Peru.

	20
	Conduct combined exercises between armed forces and/or public security forces, respectively, in compliance with the legislation of each state.
	

	21
	Develop and establish of communications among civilian or military authorities of neighboring countries in accordance with their border situation.
	

	22
	Intensify cooperation, within the framework of the OAS, in the fight against terrorism, drug interdiction, preventing illicit small arms and light weapons trafficking, combating piracy, preventing smuggling, search and rescue operations, and the protection of natural resources and archaeological goods.
	The GS/OAS is supporting the states’ efforts to police and control money laundering and to reduce the supply and demand, inter alia, so that they are able to provide an effective response to the global drug problem by putting together anti-drug plans, compiling information, and training law enforcement officers responsible for controlling illegal drug trafficking.  It is also assisting with the development and approval of the new Anti-Drug Strategy in the Hemisphere and the reports of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism, which gauges the progress made in anti-drug policies at the national and hemispheric levels.

	23
	Exchange information on security issues, such as the illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons and the nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction, within the framework of the UN and OAS.
	The GS/OAS assists the member states with implementation of the obligations set forth in United Nations Security Council resolutions 1373 and 1540, by organizing national and subregional workshops where the member states are able to share information and best practices.

	24
	Identify excess stocks of small arms and light weapons as well as seized small arms and light weapons and, in accordance with national and international agreements in which they participate, define programs for the destruction of said weapons and to invite international representatives to observe their destruction.
	The GS/OAS has built up a regional mobile capability, tested for the first time when 393 tons of excess munitions were destroyed in Guatemala between February and September 2010, in furtherance of CIFTA’s implementation.  Plans are also being made to provide support with control marking, tracing, registering and physically securing arms and ammunition.  Progress has been made on coordination efforts with Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Panama in this area.

	25
	Hold seminars and courses, and studies on mutual confidence- and security-building measures and policies to promote confidence involving the participation of civilians and military personnel, and on the special security concerns of small island states. 
	The GS/OAS activities are governed by the following principles: (i) to reduce the vulnerability of small island states; (ii) to prevent and prepare for disasters; (iii) to create the conditions necessary to be able to provide prompt and effective humanitarian assistance; (iv) to foster accountability and responsibility,  effective use of assistance, recovery and reconstruction by creating jobs and specialized functions and providing technical training; (v) to promote risk management in communities and population centers, community-centered flood early-warning systems; and (vi) encouragement of public-private partnerships for risk-transfer arrangements.  The GS/OAS also supports the member states in cultivating the strengths of local communities.  This presupposes the existence of community-based organizations and risk management, self-evaluation of risk–including hazard and vulnerability mapping and zoning, reducing the vulnerability of the physical infrastructure in the majority of the most fragile communities, especially in the case of housing and schools, shelters, and health services.  This area of activity also includes land tenure and use planning, and strengthening of the local workforce specializing in construction.  It also involves structural and non-structural measures to make local communities more resilient.

	26
	Cooperation programs in the event of natural disasters or to prevent such disasters, based on the request and authorization of the affected states.
	In 2007, the GS/OAS signed a Cooperation Agreement with the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR) to develop the Regional Platform in furtherance of the commitments undertaken in support of the Hyogo Framework for Action.  The objective is to advance implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in the Americas and the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policy on Vulnerability Reduction, Risk Management, and Disaster Response (known as IASP).

	27
	Establish national points of contact regarding natural disaster response, environmental security, transportation security, and critical infrastructure protection.
	As the point of contact is the principal nexus between the GS/OAS and the member states for developing cooperation, the GS/OAS facilitates management of the network of national points of contact in the area of terrorism prevention and elimination.  In coordination with the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), a network of focal points of contact has been established to share experiences and best practices and to plan and conduct training in enhancing major events security. The GS/OAS has also established a Hemispheric Network of Computer Security Incident Response Teams, which allows for constant communication by way of the GS/OAS’ secure server. 

The National Operational Focal Points (NOFP) of the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM) make it possible to strengthen practical collaboration, particularly the exchange of technical information and best practices between and among intergovernmental agencies in the area of disaster mitigation.  Within the INDM framework, two hemispheric meetings have been held in Colombia–one in 2007 and the other 2010– which resulted in 110 recorded exercises soon to be published in a catalogue.

	28
	Exchange information regarding scientific and meteorological research related to natural disasters.
	The GS/OAS is coordinating the Central American Small Valleys Flood Alert Program (SVP) and the Vulnerability Reduction Program: Regional Platform Development.  Participating countries: Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Panama.  Similarly, the GS/OAS is collaborating with the WMO on crafting policies to improve early warning by combining the abilities of the preparedness and response agencies with those of the meteorological services.

	29
	Increase cooperation in accordance with the guidelines of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction and mitigate the consequences of such disasters, based on the request and authorization of affected states.
	The GS/OAS is making available mechanisms and tools for crafting policies, and supports and coordinates with agencies of the inter-American system, especially the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IANDR), and assists in coordination of the Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance.  It provides technical support in the efficient and effective coordination of disaster response and humanitarian assistance, such as: the Regional Meeting on Enhancing International Humanitarian Partnerships in Latin America and the Caribbean (EIHP), sponsored by UNASUR, CARICOM’s CDEMA, the Andean Community’s (CAN) CAPRADE, and CEPREDENAC of the Central American Integration System (SICA). 

The GS/OAS operates under an agreement with the White Helmets Committee of Argentina, which establishes the mechanism for submitting and responding to requests for cooperation from OAS member states in the event of emergencies caused by natural disasters and socio-economic crises.  Recently, the OAS-White Helmets Program was approved, whose mission is to support activities in disaster prevention, mitigation and preparedness.



	30
	Enhance multilateral cooperation among member states through the development and application of policies, programs, and activities regarding issues that are identified by the small island states as concerns, threats, and challenges to their security, and exchange and share information at the bilateral, subregional, and regional levels on the special security concerns of small island states to strengthen their capacity to address these concerns.
	The GS/OAS’ efforts in support of the Caribbean member states are geared toward training in improved policing of and reporting on drug use, maritime security, airport security, tourism security, documents security, and other matters.  The GS/OAS is also supporting the efforts of local, national, and international communities to provide humanitarian assistance, relief, recovery, and reconstruction in the wake of a natural disaster emergency; the efforts are focused on reducing vulnerability to and preventing and preparing for natural disasters.
The GS/OAS is committed to supporting a review of the legal and institutional frameworks in place to create the conditions necessary for humanitarian assistance to be delivered, by lifting barriers so that humanitarian relief groups are able to function and food, medicine, and goods can be distributed.  The focus is also on creating more resilient local communities, establishing a labor force that specializes in building a stronger infrastructure capable of withstanding natural hazards, in urban development, in schools and in health.  The GS/OAS also focuses on needs specific to certain geopolitical units, such as the SIDS, the Central American Isthmus, and the Andean Community.  Mutually agreed upon approaches are used to address the hydrometeorological phenomenon by harnessing hydrological cycles and the functioning of the ecosystems.  Recently it conducted the Caribbean Emergency Legislation Project in cooperation with CARICOM and with funding from the World Bank.

	31
	Consider the following actions for early implementation aimed at enhancing the security-building capabilities of the small island states:
· Establish a Virtual Private Network to facilitate regional sharing of criminal intelligence and other relevant databases in the fight against terrorism.

· Share critical information among border control authorities to strengthen border control capacity in the fight against drug trafficking and terrorism.
-
Create joint training programs to allow existing entities to meet new challenges.

-
Engage in joint strategic planning and cooperation in the fight against these common threats.

	The GS/OAS is expanding the database on money laundering activities (typologies) and provides technical assistance and training courses on laundering money for terrorism financing.  The GS/OAS also developed a Hemispheric Network of Computer Security Incident Response Teams, which allows for constant communication by way of the GS/OAS’ secure server.  It also helped stage subregional simulated exercises in crisis management to train officials from the member states in the various phases and components of crisis management.  These exercises are an opportunity to examine crisis response plans, share experiences, and improve interinstitutional coordination, so as to use response capabilities to maximum advantage at each stage of a potential crisis and thus save more lives.  Critical discussions are being encouraged during which the authorities receive professional evaluations that help them improve their planning for national contingencies and coordination.
The GS/OAS assists the member states with the preparation of the CICTE Work Plan.  In the activities of the INDM, the GS/OAS promotes the roundtables of experts, two of which were held in 2010:  one on Community-Centered Flood Early Warning Systems, and another on Integrated Management of Water Resources and Adaptation to Climate Change.  The GS/OAS also conducts classroom training, as needed or as requested by the member states, on such subjects as satellite systems as applied to disaster mitigation, an event organized and staged in conjunction with Argentina’s National Committee on Space Activities (CONAE), and the Training for Stream Gaugers in Central America, co-sponsored by the WMO, with technical support from Colombia’s IDEAM.  At the present time, the GS/OAS is working on a Seminar on Improving Resilience to Natural Hazards in the Tourism Sector.  It is also promoting virtual fora on best practices, such as the one on information and communication technologies (ICTs) for natural disaster mitigation; multi-hazard resilience in housing construction in the Caribbean, and extreme hydrological risks and events.  It is doing cost-benefit analyses incorporating social aspects and impacts on regional trade.  The GS/OAS is looking to partner with competent organizations to assist in determining how the social cost analysis and the analysis of the impact of natural disasters on regional trade treaties and mechanisms tie in with the traditional analysis of cost, in order to come up with a combined cost-benefit analysis. 

	32
	Cooperate closely to implement commitments agreed to at the 1998 Transportation Ministerial, active participation at the July 2003 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Conference on the Safety of Transport of Radioactive Material, and to work together toward the continued strengthening of international standards regarding the maritime transport of potentially hazardous materials, including petroleum and radioactive materials.
	

	33
	Implement the relevant aspects of the program “Education for Peace” in the Hemisphere, adopted by OAS Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 769/00.
	

	34
	Suggest and promote dialogue among hemispheric legislators within existing fora on confidence-building measures and on matters of peace and hemispheric security, including the exchange of visits and the convening of meetings.
	

	35
	Encourage exchanges and contacts between students, academics, and experts in defense and security studies.
	

	36
	Exchange and share experience and ideas on transparency and CSBMs with other regional security fora, such as the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), and the African Union (AU).
	The GS/OAS is in the process of expanding and strengthening the strategic alliance with the OSCE in the area of terrorism, combating transnational organized crime, police forces, strengthening institutional democracy and human rights.
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